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« With Authorised Version Bible, Eastons Dictionary, TSK and
Greek/Hebrew Lexicons.
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PREFACE -

THE Revised Standard Version of the Bible Is an authorized revision of :--
.- A.the American Standard Vecsion, published. in 1901, which was & revision..
‘of the KInP éamu ‘Version, published in 1611. el et
The first English version of the Scriptures made by direct translition -

from the original Hebrew and Creek, and the first to printed, was the "
work of Willlam Tvndale. He met bitter opposition. He was accused of will- -
fully perverting the meaning of the Scriptures, and his New Testaments .
were ordered to be burned as "'untrue translations.'” He was finally betrayed
Into the hands of his enemlies, and In October 1536, was publicly executed y
angd burned at the stake. :

+' Yot Tyndale's work became the t;ggndat!ou of subsequent English versions, -
notably those of Coverdale, 1535: Thomas Matthew (probably a pscudonym
for John Rogers), 1537; the Great Bible, IP}9: the Geneva Bible, 1560; and
the Bishops' Bible, 1568, In 1582 a translafion of the New Testament, made
%orr:—. the Latin Vulgate by Roman: Catholic scholars, was puhil:ﬁcd at

ms. '

_The translators who made the King James Version took into account all
‘of these preceding versions; and. comparison shows that {t owes something

to each of them. It kept felicitous phrases and apt chrt-sslons, from whatever
source, which had stood the test of public usage. It owed most, especially
In-the New Testament; to dple. - PN ey

. The King Fl‘ames Version had to.compete with the Geneva Bible in popular
usg;.but in the end it prevalled, and for more than two and a half centuries -
no other authorized translation'of the Bible into English was made. The
King James Version became the ““Authorized Version' of the English-
spe ing peo

m
othe as, into the making o ¢ personal character and the public
Institutions of the English-speaking ppoples. We owe to it an_incalculable

—_—

%&nﬂ lames ¥g[5|gn has g,igvﬁ %g[gigts. By the middle of the
nineteenth century, the developmenf o cal studies and the discovery
of many manuscripts more ancient than those upon which the King James
Verslon was based, made it manifest tha 50 many and so
'ﬂgahor the Engllsh translation. e task was under-
en, by authority of the urch of Ebnsgland in 1870. The English Revised
Vetxioh of the Bible was published fn 1 I—Iﬂés; and the American Standard
Verslon, its varlant em ying the preferences of the American scholiirs
assoClated In the work, was published in Ihndre. o

Because of .unhanpy-experience-withiunauthorized publications in the
two decades between 1881 and 1901, which tampered with the tex! of the
English Revised Version in the supposed Interest of the American public,
. the American Standard Version was copyrighted, (o protect the text from
unauthorized changes. In 1928 this copyright was acqulred by the Inter-
national Council of Religious Education, and thus passed into the ownership
of the churches of the United States and Canada which were associuted in

this Council through their boards of education and publication.
The Council appolnted a committee of scholars to have charge of the teat
of the American Standard Version and to undertake inquiry as to whether

iii
VB
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50,000 Errors
~in the Bible?

ECENTLY a young man purchascd a | _
King James Version Bible thinking it
was withoui error. One day when glancing
through a back issue of Look magazine
he came across an article entitled "The
Truth About the Bible,” which said that

“pg carly as 1720, an English-authority_ =t

estimated that there were at least 20,000
errors in .the two editions of the New
Tegtament commonly read by Prolestants
and Catholics. Modern students say there
are probably, 50,000 errors.” The young
man was shocked. 115 Taith In the Bible's °
authenteity was shaken. “How can the
Bible be reliable when it contains thou-
aands of serious dlecrepmucles and Inaccu-
rackes?’ he asks.
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And | went unto the prophetess, and she conceived, and bares a son. Then
said the Lord to me, call his name Mahershalalhashbaz.
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Until the coming of the one to whom the sceptre belong, the Gentiles shall
look forword.
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